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Section 1. This organization shall be known as the IEEE Reliability Society.

Section 2. The objectives of the Society shall be scientific, literary, and educational in character. The Society shall strive for the advancement of the theory and practice of electrical engineering and of the allied arts and sciences, and the maintenance of a high professional standing among its members, all in consonance with the Constitution and Bylaws of the IEEE and with special attention to such aims within the field of interest of the Society as are hereinafter defined.

Section 3. The Society shall aid in promoting close cooperation and exchange of technical information among its members and to this end shall hold meetings for the presentation of papers and their discussion and, through its Committees, shall study and provide for the needs of its members.

Article II - Membership

Section 1. Membership in the Society shall be available to members of the IEEE in any grade, including Student, having a professional interest in any phase of the field of interest of  the
[bookmark: _bookmark1]Society.

Section 2. Nonmembers of the IEEE may become Affiliates of the Society and may participate in Society activities, as provided by the Society Bylaws and subject to the applicable IEEE Bylaws.
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Section 1. The Society is concerned with the strategies and the best practices for attaining, assessing, assuring, and sustaining system reliability throughout its life cycle.

Additional statements to aid in the clarification of the purpose and the focus of the RS are provided in the Operations Manual.

The following statements are provided to aid in the clarification of the purpose and the focus of the RS.  
Reliability is a design attribute of a system (encompassing hardware, software, services and processes).  Even though reliability is an intangible attribute, it is a true system performance measure.  System reliability in this context implies the reliability of any product tier starting at the materials level, then the device / component level, then the assembly / unit / module level, to a system or system of systems.  The term “system” is meant to be a broad term so that anyone within Reliability Engineering working on or with a product or process or service can be included in this Society.
Additionally, by having Reliability as an attribute, with the Society’s broad perspective of the term, leads to the use of descriptive terms, such as: dependable, trustworthy, available, maintainable, reliable, fault-tolerant, graceful degradation, failure immunity, secure, safe, intuitive, sustainable, resilient, reliant, etc.  Reliability is integral to Design, Availability, Maintainability, Testability, Diagnostics, Prognostics and Health Management, Integrity, Security, Quality, Supportability, Human Engineering, and System Safety.  The Society membership encompasses engineers who are designing, analyzing, producing, and assessing some portion or level of a system, be it hardware, software, devices, processes, or materials. Reliability is also a type of metrology.
Reliability is a design attribute of a system (encompassing service and process). Even though reliability is intangible physically, it is a true system performance measure.

Note: System reliability in this context implies the reliability of any product tier starting  at the materials level, then the device / component level, then the assembly / unit / module level, to a system or system of systems. The term system is meant to be a broad term so that anyone within Reliability Engineering working on or with a product or process or service can be included within this Society.

Additionally, by having Reliability as an attribute, with the Society’s broad perspective of the term, leads to the use of descriptive terms, such as: dependable, trustworthy, available, maintainable, reliable, fault-tolerant, graceful degradation, failure immunity, secure, safe, intuitive, resilient, reliant, etc. Reliability is integral to Design, Availability, Maintainability, Testability, Diagnostics, Prognostics and Health Management, Integrity, Security, Quality, Supportability, Human Engineering, and System Safety.

The Society membership encompasses engineers who are designing, analyzing, producing, and assessing some portion or level of a system, be it hardware, software, devices, processes, or materials.

Section 2. The field of interest of the Society may be enlarged, reduced, or shifted moderately as the needs of the occasion indicate, with the provision that such revisions shall be processed as an amendment to this constitution. The new field of interest must also be approved by the IEEE Technical Activity Board (TAB).

Article IV - Financial Support 
Section 1. The Society shall collect an annual assessment or dues from its members, as prescribed in the Society Bylaws. 	Comment by Faith A Agnew: In this context, “dues” is the preferred term
Section 2. The Society may make registration charges at its Society meetings, symposia, conferences, and conventions. The registration fee for nonmembers of the IEEE shall be higher than for IEEE members. 
Section 3. The Society may raise revenues by other means, such as advertising, shows, request for contributions, sale of publications, and charges for sending ourt notices to non- Society members, provided such means are consistent with applicable IEEE Constitution and IEEE Bylaws, and do not encroach on revenue fields of prior established Societies or sections.
Revenue means not explicitly covered by the IEEE Constitution or IEEE Bylaws must be approved by IEEE before being adopted by the Society.	Comment by Faith A Agnew: There is no longer an IEEE General Manager. We recommend using just “IEEE” 
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Section 1. The Society shall be managed by an Administrative Committee (AdCom) of 18 elected members-at-large plus members ex-officio with vote as specified in the Bylaws. (Note: There may also be members ex-officio without vote.)

Section 2. Technical Committees may be established as needed to develop specific areas of the Field of Interest.

Section 3. Sub-societies may be formed as provided in the IEEE Bylaws, and the supervision of sub-society affairs, other than by the AdCom, shall be as prescribed in the Society Bylaws.

Section 4. The terms of the 18 members-at-large of the AdCom shall normally be for three years, with 6 members to be elected each year. Only two consecutive terms are permitted, but eligibility is restored after a lapse of one year. The AdCom shall have the right to approve special provisions affecting the length of member terms, and shall document those provisions within the Society Bylaws.

Section 5. The AdCom shall annually elect one of its members as President, and four others as Vice-Presidents, whose terms shall be for one year. A Secretary and a Treasurer shall also be appointed annually for one-year terms. These two appointed officers need not be elected members of the AdCom, and they may be reappointed. The Junior Past President (most recent past President) and the Senior Past President (next most recent past President) are non- elected members of the AdCom and are officers of the Society with vote.

Section 6. The President, under direction of the AdCom, shall have general supervision of the affairs of the Society. The President of the AdCom shall have no vote on the AdCom except if the vote is by secret ballot or unless the President’s vote can change the outcome of the vote. The President shall preside at meetings of the AdCom, at general meetings of the Society, and at the Annual Meeting of the Society, and have such other powers and perform such other duties as may be provided in the Society Bylaws, or as may be delegated by vote of the Society AdCom. In the President's absence or incapacity, his/her duties shall be performed by one of the Vice-Presidents, selecting one of their number to act as President.

Section 7. The AdCom may utilize the services of IEEE Headquarters as bursar for all or part of the Society funds, as provided by the IEEE Bylaws. If any part of the Society funds are received and deposited separately, the terms and conditions shall be in accordance with IEEE Bylaws and subject to the provisions of the Society Bylaws and to any special limitations imposed by the AdCom.

Section 8. The duties and responsibility of the officers shall be as defined hereunder and in the Society Bylaws and as delineated by the AdCom.

[bookmark: _bookmark3]Section 9. The Vice-Presidents, as soon as expedient after election, shall, with exception of the Membership Committee, appoint the standing Committees provided by the Society Bylaws. . The Society President shall appoint the Membership Committee as provided by the Society Bylaws. Other special or ad hoc Committees may be authorized by vote of the AdCom and shall serve until their successors are appointed or the Committee dissolved.

Section 10. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all Committees of the Society. The President is a member of the IEEE TAB and, when notified of a meeting of said Board, shall represent the Society at the meeting, or send an alternate in accordance with the process outlined in the TAB Operations Manual. 	Comment by Faith A Agnew: Recommended language

Section 11. The newly elected President, Vice-Presidents, and members of the AdCom shall assume office in January of each year, unless a different time is provided in the Society Bylaws. The newly elected AdCom members and the officers shall be installed at the January AdCom meeting.

Section 12. The officially constituted officers of the Society shall have the authority to obligate the funds and assets of the Society to promote the Society's activities, as prescribed in the IEEE Bylaws. Contracts may be executed only by the IEEE. Proposed contracts for Reliability Society activities shall be submitted to IEEE Headquarters for review and execution.

Section 13. An Officer elected by the voting members of AdCom may be removed from office, with or without cause, by a vote of the voting members of the AdCom, following the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the votes of the members of the AdCom present at the time of the vote, provided a quorum is present, on a motion to remove such individual.	Comment by Faith A Agnew: We currently have Best Practices being sent to TAB for endorsement recommending that S/C’s provide for notification of the member prior to the vote for removal. It is not necessary to add it at this time, but we strongly encourage you to consider it. 
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Section 1. Nomination and election of the 18 members-at-large of the AdCom shall be as prescribed in the Society Bylaws.

Section 2. Provision shall be made for nominating petitions from the Society membership to place a name or names on the ballot.	Comment by Christian Hansen: Move this section to the Bylaws. 

a. For Society AdCom member election, individual voting members eligible to vote in such election may nominate candidates either by a written petition or by majority vote at a nomination meeting, provided such nominations are made at least 28 days before the date of election. The number of signatures required on a petition shall be determined in accordance with IEEE Bylaws and for the Reliability Society membership, signatures shall be required from 2% of the eligible voters.

b. Members shall be notified of all duly made nominations prior to the election. Prior to submission of a nomination petition, the petitioner shall have determined that the nominee named in the petition is willing to serve, if elected; evidence of such willingness to serve shall be submitted with the petition.

c. Signatures can be submitted by signing and mailing a paper petition. The name of each member signing the paper petition shall be clearly printed or typed. For identification purposes of signatures on paper petitions, membership numbers or addresses as listed in the official IEEE membership records shall be included. Only original signatures on paper petitions shall be accepted. Facsimiles, or other copies of the original signature, shall not be accepted.

d. The number of signatures required on a petition shall depend on the number of eligible Society voters, as listed in the official IEEE membership records at the end of the year
[bookmark: _bookmark4]preceding the election.

Section 2. Within-term vacancies on the AdCom shall be filled by appointments, for the unexpired terms, by the President with the consent of the AdCom.

Section 3. A Nominations and Awards (N&A) Committee shall be established to identify the candidates for the annual AdCom member election and the candidates for the annual AdCom officer election.

a. The Chair of the N&A Committee shall be the Junior Past President of the Reliability Society. In the event of the incapacity or conflict of interest of the Chair, the most recent Past Chair of the N&A Committee available shall be the Chair of the N&A Committee. With extenuating circumstances, a different individual may be appointed to this position.

b. The Chair of the N&A Committee shall not be eligible to be elected to the AdCom during their term of service.

At least two-thirds of the voting members of the N&A Committee shall be elected or appointed by the AdCom. (Note: The Chair is counted here.)

c. The Chair of the N&A Committee shall appoint members to the N&A Committee. All Members of the N&A Committee shall be Society members. 

d. A member of an N&A Committee may be nominated and run for an AdCom position for which such member’s respective N&A Committee is responsible for making nominations only on the following conditions: (i) the nomination is not made by a member of this N&A Committee and (ii) the member resigns from the N&A Committee prior to its first meeting of the year in which the nomination shall be made.
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Section 1. The Society may hold meetings, conferences, symposia, or conventions either alone or in cooperation with other IEEE entities, or other technical organizations, subject to the IEEE Bylaws. The Society shall sponsor at least one technical conference of national (USA) or international scope each year.

Section 2. Conferences or sessions on governmentally classified material are prohibited.

Section 3. The AdCom shall hold at least three meetings per year, one an Annual Meeting. Special meetings of the Committee may be called at the discretion of the President or upon request of at least three voting members of the AdCom.

Section 4. A majority (twelve) of the voting members of the AdCom shall constitute a quorum. All voting members shall have an equal vote, both elected and ex-officio with vote. Individuals, holding more than one position with vote on the AdCom, shall be limited to one vote on each matter being considered by the AdCom. Proxy voting is not allowed.

Section 5. A majority vote of those voting members of the AdCom attending a meeting and entitled to vote, at the time of vote, provided a quorum is present, shall be necessary for the conduct of business, except as otherwise provided in this Constitution.

Section 6. Business of the AdCom may be handled by correspondence, telephone, or other electronic communication where, in the opinion of the President, matters requiring action can be adequately handled in that manner. All such actions shall be made a matter of record by

[bookmark: _bookmark5]citation in the minutes of the following AdCom meeting. A majority vote of the voting members of the AdCom is necessary for approval of actions handled in that manner, unless otherwise provided in the Constitution or Bylaws.

a. The AdCom may meet and act upon the vote of its members by any means of telecommunication. The normal voting requirements shall apply when action is taken by means of telecommunications equipment allowing all persons participating in the meeting to hear each other at the same time.

b. The AdCom may take action without a meeting if applicable (e.g. email voting). An affirmative vote of a majority of all the voting members of the AdCom shall be required to approve the action. The results of the vote shall be confirmed promptly in writing or by electronic transmission. The writings and/or electronic transmissions shall be filed with the minutes of the proceedings of the AdCom.  “Electronic transmission” means any form of electronic communication, such as e-mail, not directly involving the physical transmission of paper, that creates a record that may be retained, retrieved, and reviewed by a recipient thereof, and that may be directly reproduced in paper form by such a recipient.

Article VIII - Publications 
Section 1. Publications undertaken by the Society shall be subject to IEEE policies and to any further guidance or controls prescribed by the AdCom or its duly appointed Committees. The Society shall be responsible for the financial aspects of its publications program. 

Section 2. The President, with the advice and consent of the AdCom, shall appoint the Editor of each publication. Other editors may be appointed as prescribed in the Bylaws. The duties of an editor, and his compensation, if any, shall be as prescribed in the BylawsOperations Manual.
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Section 1.Amendments to this Constitution may be initiated by petition submitted by twenty-five members of the Society, or by the AdCom. Amendments may be adopted by at least two-thirds of the voting members present in meeting assembled but not less than fifty percent of the total voting members of the AdCom, provided that notice of the proposed amendment has been sent to each members of the AdCom at least 20 days prior to such meeting; or amendments may be adopted by a two-thirds e-mail vote of the voting members of the AdCom provided a 30 day period is provided for such responses. Amendments to the Constitution must be approved by the TABVice President, Techincal Activities.. After such approval, the amendments shall be published in the Society Newsletter, with notice that they go into effect unless 10 percent of the Society members object to the AdCom within 30 days after the effective publication date stated in the instructions in the publication. If such objections are received, a copy of the proposed amendments shall be mailed with a ballot to all members of the Society at least 30 days before the date appointed for return of the ballots, and the ballots shall carry a statement of the time limit for their return to the IEEE office. When a mail vote of the entire Society membership is necessary, approval of the amendments by at least two-thirds of the ballots returned shall be necessary for enactment.	Comment by Faith A Agnew: Vice President, Technical Activities

Section 2. Suitable Society Bylaws, and amendments thereto, may be adopted by a two- thirds vote of the voting members of the AdCom present in the meeting assembled, provided that notice of the proposed Society Bylaw, or amendment, has been sent to each member of the AdCom at

least 20 days prior to such meeting; or a Society Bylaw, or amendment, may be adopted by a two-thirds e-mail vote of the voting members of the AdCom provided a 30 day period is provided for such responses. A Society Bylaw, or amendment, must be approved by the Vice President of Technical Activities. After such approval, the amendment shall take effect upon AdCom approval and shall be published in the Society Newsletter for member notification and mailed to the TAB Secretary.	Comment by Faith A Agnew: The TAB Ops Manual stipulates that Bylaw amendments must be approved by the VP, TA

